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Stargazer's Garage





Drivers found.

"Give me the luxuries of life and I will willingly do without the necessities." -Frank Lloyd Wright


 "Why is everyone who drives slower than me an idiot, and everyone who drives faster a maniac?"
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Dash Cam: Trying to Pass in Right Turn Only Lane
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2018 Volvo XC90 T8 Plugin Hybrid
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Wednesday, May 09, 2018












    The price for premium fuel here in Metro Vancouver is the highest in North America, reaching $1.799/L (about $6.80/gallon) earlier this week. Luckily, the last time I needed to fill the tank in the T8 was over a month ago! Since picking up our XC90 at the end of January with a full tank of gas and 12 km on the odometer, I've filled it up 3 times. Using an app that calculates consumption based upon distance traveled and fuel filled, our 3 month average fuel consumption is currently 4.58L/100 km (over 51 mpg). We’re averaging over 1000 km per tank. Not bad for living at the top of a mountain, hauling our large family around, and even helping my daughter move all her things between apartments from city to city.
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Breathing Deeply
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Saturday, July 11, 2015








While Roam Mobility  worked fine for us in Portland, coverage in rural areas is severely lacking. Despite their access map showing coverage along Highway 20 as far east as Hamilton, in reality, we lost data on the outskirts of Sedro Woolley. At the campground, I switched in the AT&T SIM card and all is good again.   Data is my oxygen.
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My Summer of Ingress: Day 2 - Downtown PoCo
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 29 June 2015   Day 2 wasn't as impressive as yesterday, but I was still able to earn over 330k AP in my quest to level up in Ingress . My biggest accomplishment was deploying 580 resonators and getting that much closer to the gold Builder badge.   I concentrated on two areas today in downtown PoCo (Leigh Square and the PoCo Trail) for a total of 5 km of walking.   AP earned: 337,595  Resonators deployed: 580  Distance walked: 5 km   My Summer of Ingress Total Distance Walked: 19 km      
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The World Around You is Not What It Seems
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 My Summer Of Ingress: Day 1 - 29 June 2015   Today was a big day of Ingress  for me. I walked over 14 km in two sections of south Richmond!   I started at the dog park at the end of No. 3 Road and did a lot of doubling back for keys and creating fields for about 9 km of walking. I then parked the car near the Britannia Shipyards and walked into Steveston for another 5 km. My feet are very tired, but I also feel a great sense of satisfaction.    I measured the actual walking distance from my car with my Garmin Fenix GPS watch. The Ingress app actually credited me with 18 km.   AP earned: 482,715  Portals captured: 104 (93 uniques)  Resonators deployed: 896  Missions completed: 13   As a bonus, I also hacked 3 AXA and 3 Ultra Link Amps. I had to Jarvis and recapture one of my portals at the end to finish a mission, but then I hacked another Jarvis to replace it.        
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Omega Speedmaster Professional: Secret Enjoyment
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Wednesday, May 21, 2014












 To the average person, the Omega Speedmaster Professional looks like any other wristwatch. It doesn't attract a lot of attention and that's one of the main reasons why I enjoy wearing it. One time someone looked at the Speedmaster on my wrist and told me that the second hand was broken. I just smiled noncommittally and didn't bother to explain. There are things about this iconic watch that I appreciate and I don't care if other people know it or not. While my particular Speedmaster has not been on the moon, it has a heritage and a place in space history that holds special interest to me. I like that it is manual wind and it gets life from its user. The main reason I enjoy this watch so much is that I didn't buy it for myself. A few years before my 5-year-old son was born, I decided to buy something that was worthy of passing down and the Omega Speedmaster Professional was what I picked. So I'm borrowing it for now and giving it good use until the time is right 
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Mechanical Watches Are Living Machines: Omega Speedmaster Professional Moonwatch
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Tuesday, May 20, 2014












  I used to be obsessed with the accuracy on my mechanical wristwatches. I kept records and measured time and it bothered me if a watch as plus or minus more than a few seconds per day, until I came to the realization that none of them would ever be as accurate as any of the solar-powered atomic watches I had. That's when I accepted that every watch had a specific purpose and role in my collection and that my everyday survival did not depend on up-to-the-second accuracy. The solar atomics are soulless robots that serve well, by my mechanical timepieces are living machines given life through movement. The time I spend winding and adjusting and listening to each one is a little night time ritual that gives me much pleasure. 
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Welcome!



Please visit my Photo Gallery:
twenty20.com/istargazer







What is this site all about?



About Stargazer's Garage



The Wiki @ Stargazer's Garage



Tow Vehicle and Travel Trailer Mods






Currently Owned



Stargazer's2018 Volvo XC90 R-Design T8 Twin Engine
2005 Suzuki Burgman Type S

R32Argent's
2004 Volkswagen R32

In the family...
2007 Infiniti G35 Sport







Sold



2010 Keystone Premier 31BHPR
2007 GMC Yukon XL Denali 
2009 Tango 289BH Travel Trailer2006 Subaru Impreza WRX STI
2006 Honda Odyssey Touring
2003 Toyota Sequoia Limited 4x4
2002 Mazda MPV w/GFX
1999 Volkswagen Passat GLX








Comments, questions or want to contribute? Contact us!









Points of Interest



	KeystoneRV.org - A Support Forum for Keystone RV Owners
	RV.Net RV and Camping Forum
	STi Blog
	Stargazer's Flickr Gallery
	The 7-52 Photo Blog
	R32Argent
	Gary's Webspace
	NASIOC - Subaru Impreza Club
	IWSTI - All STI. All the time.
	OdyClub - Honda Odyssey owners
	ICOBO - Burgman Owners
	oneXposure - where photographers meet
	-
	The original "Stargazer's Garage"
	Stargazer's Garage
	Additional Links....








Elsewhere in Stargazer's Garage...



	VW Climatronic Codes
	Dixie Air Horns
	Honda navigation screen hack
	Auto Taser video clips
	K&N Typhoon short ram sound clips
	Sony PSP Homebrew







Over at R32Argent's blog...




Loading...






Information about our vehicles....






2007 GMC Yukon XL Denali





Choose one...
    

Fuel consumption data
    

Mods and Accessory Costs






2006 Subaru Impreza WRX STI





Choose one...
  

Additions and modifications
  

Fuel consumption data
  

NASIOC - Subaru Impreza club
  

IWSTI - All STi. All the time.






2004 Volkswagen Golf R32
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Parts, mods, & accessories
  

R32 FAQ
  

Fuel consumption for 2007
  

Fuel consumption for 2006
  

Fuel consumption for 2005
  

Fuel consumption for 2004
  

DIY:  replacing tail light
  

R32 review articles
  

R32 and VW videos
  

R32  information
  

R32Argent R32 Gallery






2006 Honda Odyssey Touring
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Fuel consumption data
  

GPS navigation screen hack   
  

Ody Club forum  






2005 Suzuki Burgman 400S
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Information and pictures
  

Fuel consumption data
  

Modification: Hand guards
  

Mod: Type S backrest
  

Modificaiton: heated grips
  

International Burgman forum






2003 Toyota Sequoia Limited 4x4
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Captain's log
  

AUTO TASER security  
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FAQ   
  

Raves and rants   
  

Maintenance and repair: 2003   
  

Maintenance and repair: 2004   
  

Photo gallery 2003
  

Photo gallery 2004  
  

Photo gallery 2005 
  

RMV's Sequoia






2002 Mazda MPV ES w/GFX
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Last updates
  

Fuel consumption data   
  

Additions and modifications   
  

Maintenance   
  

Fuel consumption data   
  

Picture gallery   
  

Road  trip: Edmonton 2002   
  

MPV Club forum






1999 VW Passat V6 GLX





Choose one...
  

Last updates
  

Captain's log 
  

Additions and modifications
  

OEM HID headlamps
  

H&R/Bilstein sport suspension
  

Dixie air horns
  

Climatronic Codes
  

Re-programming the MFA
  

Notes and resources used
  

K&N filter cleaning
  

Picture gallery
  

GTG and cruise pictures
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